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Brain Bender: Nutcracker
Nonsense

These puzzles may just make visions of sugarplums dance in
your head!

Get Crackin’

If three nutcrackers can crack three walnuts in three
minutes, how long will it take for one nutcracker to crack
one walnut? How many nutcrackers do you need to crack
100 walnuts in 30 minutes?

An Enchanted Transformation
Change the word “doll” into “king,” one letter at a time, by
using the following clues.
DOLL
_To give
__ Finished
__Toeat
____Abell's sound
KING

Measuring Up

Use the clues to line up five nutcrackers from tallest

to shortest.

e Wally Walnut is taller than King Crunch but shorter than
Nutty Ninja.

e Cracker Jack is taller than Sgt. Snapper but shorter than
King Crunch and Wally Walnut.

Hot Chocolate History

Warming up with a mug of hot chocolate is a sweet and
simple winter ritual. We have the Indigenous people of
Mexico and Central America to thank for coming up with
the concept of grinding cocoa beans into a rich, foamy
beverage. The original version was a lot different from what
we enjoy today, though; for starters, their drink was served
cold! But you can still raise a toast to tradition by adding in
a complementary warmth with ground cayenne pepper, one
of the key ingredients in Mexican hot chocolate.
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Gift-Making Crafts

12/1 Christmas Card Decorating
12/4 DIY Christmas Tree

12/8 DIY Snowman Jar

12/10 DIY Stress Snowman

12/11 DIY Gingerbread Ornaments
12/15 DIY Hand Warmers

12/17 DIY Hand Towels

12/18 DIY Bath Salts

12/19 Exploding Snowman Experiment
12/19 DIY Christmas Wreath

12/22 DIY Hot Cocoa Ornaments
12/23 Cookie Making

12/24 Cookie Decorating

12/25 Hot Cocoa Social

12/31 New Year’s Eve Party

Outings

12/3 Walmart
12/10 Goodwill
12/17 Walmart
12/31 Walmart
Events

12/3 Doughnut Delivery
12/11 Happy Hour

12/17 Town Hall

12/18 Birthday Celebration
12/23 Musical Ms. Claus
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Polar Opposites

Brrr! Bundle up with multiple layers of clothing, your warmest coat, a fuzzy hat and
thick mittens to take an imaginary trip to the ends of the Earth: the North and
South Poles!

* At both poles, it takes the sun three months to reach a high point in the sky and
another three months to reach the horizon again—meaning there are six months
of daylight and six months of night.

* The North Pole is a sheet of ice floating in the middle of the Arctic Ocean, but the
South Pole is located on land on the continent of Antarctica.

* The South Pole is much colder, having never reached temperatures above zero.
Mountains on the land cause higher and chillier elevations.

® The same year that man first walked on the moon was also the first year man
walked to the North Pole—1969!

e At the South Pole, it rains diamonds! No, not literally, but an icy fog that coats the
air has been aptly nicknamed “diamond dust.”

* Monitoring wind speeds over the North Pole helps meteorologists make their
weekly forecast.

e Don't get lost, wandering traveler; if you're ever visiting the South Pole, know
that every direction is north.

* You won't spot polar bears and penguins in the same wintry scene. Along with
walruses and arctic foxes, polar bears can be found at the North Pole and
surrounding Arctic areas. Animals at home in Antarctica include emperor
penguins, leopard seals and orcas.

New Residents
NP

No-Cost Gifts

Gifts can be thoughtful, heartfelt and not cost a single cent. See if any of these work

for those on your list this holiday season:

* Playlists: Compile songs around a theme that your loved one would enjoy, such as
travel, parenthood or a happy mood.

* Recipes: If you're the chef in your friend group, assemble your best dishes in a
homemade cookbook. Or make a batch of treats—cookies, trail mix, etc.—and
include the recipe on a note card.

e Time and talents: Give a “coupon” your loved one can exchange for something
you can help them with, whether it’s organizing their home, planning a vacation or
filling their freezer with home-cooked meals.

Welcome our new residents!
Carla G - Room 520

Z Mlustratus

www.illustratus.com
TUHUG Copyright © 2024 by Uhlig LLC

Let’s

Celebrate!

Elmer S. 12/1
Sherry S. 12/5
Lois A. 12/7
Marie A. 12/14
Philip W. 12/17

Merry
Christmas

Merry Christmas to all our
celebrating residents this year!
Wishing you a holiday of peace,
love and hope this season.
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